CHAPTER VII

THE  DECLINE  OF  QUAKER GOVERNMENT

WHEN the treaty of peace was signed in 1763, ex-
tinguishing France's title to Canada and turning
over Canada and the Mississippi Valley to the
English, the colonists were prepared to enjoy all
the blessings of peace. But the treaty of peace
had been made with France, not with the red man.
A remarkable genius, Pontiac, appeared among
the Indians, one of the few characters, like Tecun>
seh and Osceola, who are often cited as proof of
latent powers almost equal to the strongest quali-
ties of the white race. Within a few months he
had united all the tribes of the West in a disci-
pline and control which, if it had been brought
to the assistance of the French six years earlier,
might have conquered the colonies to the Atlantic
seaboard before the British regulars could have
come to their assistance. The tribes swept east-
ward into Pennsylvania, burning, murdering, and
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